




Post-Consumer Waste (PCW): Refers 
to paper that was used for its intended 
purpose, which may then be recycled 
into new products).

Pre-Consumer Waste: Refers to paper 
or scraps left over from manufacturing. 
This industrial waste never made it to 
the consumer. 

Recycled Paper: Recycled paper may 
contain either pre or post-consumer 
recycled fiber. Must contain 30% 
postconsumer fiber for uncoated paper, 
and 15% for coated.

Alternative or Tree Free Papers: Paper 
made from alternative sources, such as 
hemp, cotton, or even stone.

Soy or Vegetable Based Inks: Soy and 
vegetable based inks are lower in VOCs, 
more sustainable to produce, and easier 
to recycle than standard petroleum 
based inks.

FSC Certified: The Forest Stewardship 
Council is an independent, non profit 
organization that promotes proper 
management of the world’s forests. FSC 
certification ensures environmentally 
responsible, socially acceptable, and 
economically viable forest treatment.

AFF: Papers certified as Ancient Forest 
Friendly contain a mix of recycled fiber 
and FSC certified virgin fiber. 

PCF: Papers certified as Processed 
Chlorine Free are recycled papers that 
use no chlorine in the manufacturing 
process. The paper mill must also have 
no current violations, or use any old 
growth forest for their virgin pulp. 

TCF: Papers certified as Totally 
Chlorine Free are virgin fiber papers 
that use no chlorine in the 
manufacturing process. The paper mill 
must also have no current violations, or 
use any old growth forest for their 
virgin pulp.  

ECF: Papers certified as Elementally 
Chlorine Free are papers in which 
chlorine dioxide or chlorine compounds 
are used to bleach the fibers, a less 
toxic process than standard chlorine gas 
treatment.   

Green-E: The nation’s largest 
cerification and verification program 
for renewable energy use and 
greenhouse gas emission reductions. 
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